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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 7955 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UN, SP, SS, MO, AL 

SUB J : SPANISH SAHARA: GOS POSITIONED TO EVACUATE 
SUMMARY: THE FIRST PHASE OF SPANISH 

EVACUATION FROM THE SAHARA IS SCHEDULED TO TERMINATE NOV. 20. 
THE SPANISH ARMY HAS RETRENCHED ITSELF TO A DEFENSIVE PERIMETER 
LEAVING THE NORTHEASTERN PART BORDERING MOROCCO, ALGERIA, AND 
MAURITANIA OUTSIDE. WITH REINFORCEMENT OF SPANISH NAVAL FORCES 
IN CANARY ISLANDS, SPAIN IS NOW PHYSICALLY IN A MUCH BETTER 
POSITION TO EXECUTE A UNILATERAL WITHDRAWAL IF THAT OPTION WERE 
TO COME INTO PLAY. END SUMMARY 

1. GOS OFFICIALS INITIATED FIRST PHASE OF ORDERLY EVACUATION 
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OF NON-ESSENTIAL CIVILIANS FROM THE SAHARA IN MID- 
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OCTOBER. THIS PHASE IS SCHEDULED TO END NOV. 20 WHEN 

ONLY MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES. A FEW CIVILIANS, AND THE 

OPERATING PERSONNEL AT THE BU CRAA PHOSPHATE MINE WILL 

REMAIN. THE CAPITAL CITY OF EL AAIUN IS REPORTED TO BE 

A GHOST TOWN INASMUCH AS SHOPS HAVE BEEN CLOSED AND OWNERS 

AND THEIR MERCHANDISE HAVE BEEN EVACUATED TO THE CANARY 

ISLANDS. 

2. THE GOS HAS ALSO CARRIED OUT A MILITARY 
STRATEGY APPARENTLY DESIGNED TO DOVETAIL 

WITH THESE EVACUATION PLANS. LT. GEN. GOMEZ DE SALAZAR 
TOLD CORRESPONDENTS NOV 10 THAT NORTHEASTERN PART OF SAHARA 
WAS OUTSIDE OF SPANISH LINES AND THAT HE WAS UNCONCERNED 
ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED THERE. (THIS IS THE AREA EAST OF SMARA 
WHICH IS ADIACENT TO ALGERIA WHERE F POLISARIO FOLLOWERS 
AND MOROCCAN REGULARS AND IRREGULARS HAVE REPORTEDLY 
SKIRMISHED IN THE PAST WEEK.) THE ARMY, HE SAID, WAS ONLY 
INTERESTED IN DEFENDING WHAT LAY WITHIN ITS PERIMETER 
WHICH APPEARS TO BE BOUNDED BY DAORA, HAGUNIA, SMARA, 

BU CRAA, AND HAMSID, PLUS VILLA CISNEROS. 

3. RECENT REINFORCEMENT OF THE SPANISH FLEET IN THE 
VICINITY OF THE CANARY ISLANDS AND NEAR THE SAHARA ACCORDS 
WITH THE GOS' DECISION TO PROTECT ITS FORCES IN 

THE SAHARA. THE TASK FORCE WHICH REACHED THE 
AREA AROUND NOV 6 INCLUDED THREE ATTACK TRANSPORTS 
WITH AMPHIBIOUS FORCES, TWO GUIDED MISSILE FRIGATES, 

FOUR DESTROYERS, TWO LSM'S, WHICH REINFORCED ONE GUIDED MISSILE 
FRIGATE, TWO DESTROYERS, ONE CORVETTE, AND ONE LANDING 
SHIP WHICH WERE ALREADY ON THE SCENE. THESE FORCES COULD 
INTERDICT THE COASTAL ROUTE FROM TARFAYA TO EL AAIUN OR 
PROVIDE A COVERING FORCE FOR A DEFINITIVE WITHDRAWAL. SEA-GOING 
FERRIES ARE ALSO ON HAND FOR EVACUATION. 

4. THE SPANISH ARMY’S REDUCED PERIMETER IN THE SAHARA 
HELPED AVOID CONFRONTATION WITH THE INTRUDING GREEN 
MARCHERS IN THE NORTH OR INCIDENTS IN THE EAST WHERE 
SKIRMISHES BETWEEN MOROCCANS AND THE ALGERIAN-BACKED 
F POLISARIO HAD OCCURRED. PART OF THE SPANISH STRATEGY, 

IT SEEMS, IS AIMED AT NOT EXPOSING ITS MILITARY FORCES TO 
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THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INCIDENT WHICH COULD JEOPARDIZE 
EFFORTS TO FIND A POLITICAL SOLUTION. THE DE FACTO 
ABANDONMENT OF THE NORTHEASTERN PART OF THE TERRITORY 
AND THE STATUS OF ITS OTHER FORCES, COUPLED WITH REPEATED 
GOS STATEMENTS-MOST RECENTLY NOV 6 - OF ITS OPTION TO 
UNILATERALLY ABANDON THE ENTIRE TERRITORY SHOULD CIRCUM- 
STANCES WARRANT SUCH A DECISION, IN EFFECT IS A SIGNAL TO 
MOROCCO THAT THE THREAT OF UNILATERAL WITHDRAWAL IS A 
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CREDIBLE POSSIBILITY. TODAY A HIGH-RANKING MFA OFFICIAL 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT SPANISH WERE NOW IN A POSITION TO TAKE 
THIS OPTION IF THEY WISHED. 

STABLER 
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